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WELCOME
Welcome to another year of Sonica 
Glasgow, the eleventh instalment of 
Scotland’s festival of music, audiovisual 
and immersive arts, brought to you by 
Cryptic. We are thrilled to present 11 days 
of performances and installations across 
iconic Glasgow venues. We hope you enjoy 
exploring our beautiful city with a curious 
mind open to new experiences. Remember 
all installations are free to attend!

In this guide you’ll find information on all 
events, installations, workshops, tours, 
talks and more. A festival diary in the centre 
gives you something to explore every day 
between 24 September and 4 October.

New for this year, The Listening House 
transforms the magnificent 18th-century 
Pollok House into a festival-within-a-
festival. Reopening the mansion to the 
public for the first time since 2023, discover 
installations, musical experiments and 
unique performances in an extraordinary 
historic setting.

In another new partnership, we will 
show four installations in the city 
centre’s Buchanan Galleries shopping 
centre, bringing visual art experiences 
in unexpected places. Take yourself out 
of the bustling setting for moments of 
introspection, meditation, play and humour.

In a first for the festival, we are presenting 
two Sonica commissions. Rachel 
Maclean’s They’ve Got Your Eyes at 
Buchanan Galleries, co-commissioned 
with FACT Liverpool, explores AI through a 
Scottish Enlightenment thinker turned tech 
bro; while Folding Songs by Martin Green 
with Svetlana Spajić, co-produced with 
Perth Theatre and Concert Hall, is a song 
cycle which reimagines storytelling through 
a fusion of folk and electronic music.

On a much more intimate scale, Svetlana 
will also be singing beneath the spiral 
staircase of the Hunterian Art Gallery. You’ll 
be very lucky if you’re in the audience for 
that one!

Buildings across Glasgow come alive with 
installations and performances exploring 
the intersection of sound and visual art. 
At Tramway, the festival opens with Dinos 
Chapman’s new audiovisual show and 
closes with pioneering electronic composer 
Suzanne Ciani, making her long-awaited 
Scottish debut after a career spanning more 
than five decades.

Don’t miss BLIESBRO’s transformative 
immersive experience This Is My Heart at 
Offline, Glasgow: go on a journey of self-
discovery wearing a light emitting garment 
and headphones as the story unfolds. 

We are proud to showcase over 170 
incredible artists from across the globe, this 
year spanning 21 countries crossing five 
continents. Alongside international artists, 
we are championing homegrown talent with 
over half of our artists hailing from Scotland. 
This year’s festival also includes a guest-
curated selection of events by Su Shaw.

We are endlessly grateful to our funders, 
supporters and partners who have made 
Sonica 2026 possible. And of course, a 
huge thank you to all the people who help 
to bring Sonica to life, including our brilliant 
volunteers, artists, producers, venue staff 
and technicians – the list is endless.

We hope that this year’s Sonica opens your 
eyes and ears to look and listen in new 
ways. Enjoy Sonica Glasgow 2026!

Cathie Boyd, Artistic Director  
and all the Sonica team
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PERFORMANCE

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

7PM

£30 / £18 + BOOKING FEE. 
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

70 MINUTES APPROX.

  

DINOS CHAPMAN
Since 2021, artist Dinos Chapman’s solo practice has focused 
on savagely humorous works that subvert the seemingly 
innocent. In this new show of audiovisual works, Chapman 
explores electronic music, creating a dancefloor mix to 
activate the mind as much as the body. Instead of escapism, 
Chapman’s work encourages us to engage with the visions 
he shows us: folding forests with eerie faces; overgrown 
toy rabbits cavorting in a psychedelic field. Across Britain, 
something buried is coming back to the surface – a haunting 
Chapman makes as enthralling as it is unsettling. 

Prior to the performance, this event will include a special 
pop-up performance: Pororoca from Amazônia Mapping 
with Renata Chebel and Nelson D. In partnership with 11:11 
ARTE, Amazônia Imersiva and Cryptic, supported by the 
British Council.

TRAMWAY

KEY TO SYMBOLS:

	 TOUCH

	 EXPLICIT LANGUAGE

	 STROBE LIGHTS

	 LOUD MUSIC

	 BRIGHT/FLASHING LIGHTS

	 DARK

	 IMMERSIVE

	 NO STEP-FREE ACCESS
	 STANDING PERFORMANCE
	 REMOVE SHOES
	 LOUD VIBRATIONS
	 SMOKE

	 GORE/BLOOD
	 NUDITY
	 FAMILY FRIENDLY

	AUDIO DESCRIPTION
	 CAPTIONED
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DOUBLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER

8.45PM

£16 / £8 + BOOKING FEE. 
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

105 MINUTES APPROX.,  
20 MINUTE INTERVAL

  /  

      

DOUBLE SHUFFLE
STRAVSKY & PELÈ
Incurable romantics stravsky & pelè reduce devotion to 
its barest bones. In this special live performance, the duo 
collaborate with talented multi-instrumentalists to bring their 
gauzy love songs to life.

I WANT TO LOSE MY MIND AND 
NEVER FIND IT
JOON & VERONICA PETUKHOV
Sound and vision interact as JOON’s thumping Italo-disco 
soundtrack meets live visuals from Veronica Petukhov making 
use of webcam feeds and lighting effects. Their collaborative 
performances never unfold the same way twice.

Supported by Malta Arts Council. Developed during Cryptic’s Cove 
Park Residency 2026.

TRAMWAY
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FOLDING SONGS
MARTIN GREEN &  
SVETLANA SPAJIĆ
Folding Songs finds common themes in Scottish and 
Serbian folk music, emphasised with Green’s accordion, his 
custom-built “syndrone” (a unique synth/drone), Graeme 
Stephen’s improvisational guitarwork and the stunning vocals 
of Svetlana Spajić. This song cycle is accompanied by live 
visuals from Kurt d’Haeseleer, costume by Alison Brown and 
lighting design by Zeynep Kepekli.

Co-produced by Cryptic and Perth Theatre and Concert Hall. 
Supported by The Scottish Government’s Expanded Festivals 
Fund through Creative Scotland, The Leche Trust, The Hinrichsen 
Foundation and the Delegation of Flanders to the UK and Ireland.

A SONICA COMMISSION

PERFORMANCE

FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER

7PM

£18 / £9 + BOOKING FEE. 
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

50 MINUTES APPROX.

  

  

TRAMWAY
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BLCK SUN
AMIANGELIKA & 1100

SCOTTISH PREMIERE

A personal experience of pursuing stability amid the chaos 
of modern life becomes universal. Generative visuals coil and 
snarl back at a soundtrack both shattering and serene.
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DOUBLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER

8.30PM

£16 / £8 + BOOKING FEE. 
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

95 MINUTES APPROX.,   
20 MINUTE INTERVAL

 /  

      NON SQUARE
UK PREMIERE

Non Square’s sparkling techno speaks to the optimist in us. 
Visuals by VJ Temel Hüseyin Kuru draw inspiration from 
computer game design, in vivid polygon‑rich scenes that show 
us the way to a brighter tomorrow.

TRAMWAY
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ROBBIE THOMSON
Robbie Thomson harnesses the power of the Tesla coil, the 
19th-century invention that first made electricity visible: his 
glitching, swooning soundtrack prompts the coil to flare with 
energy, fusing light and sound. 

A Cryptic Commission, developed during Cryptic’s Cove 
Park Residency.

“BRIDGING THE TECHNICAL AND THE SPECTACULAR, 
THE POPULAR AND THE ARCANE”
Aesthetica

TRAMWAY

A CRYPTIC COMMISSION

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

7PM

£12 / £7 + BOOKING FEE. 
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

45 MINUTES APPROX.
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TRIPLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

8.15PM

£22 / £11 + BOOKING FEE. 
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

175 MINUTES APPROX.,  
30 MINUTE INTERVAL

  /  /   

                14+

CAÏN و MUCHI & MALO LACROIX
UK PREMIERE

Haunting Arabic vocals and tough-edged rap mixes with live 
electronics and visuals that combine documentary footage 
and abstract visualisations, urging resilience in the face of 
today’s most fearful issues.

Supported by Institut Français – Programme International de Diffusion 
Artistique (PIDA), The Lord Provost and International Office, Institut 
français d’Écosse, Alliance Française and Kultur Ensemble.

GREY LINE
SPIME.IM

SCOTTISH PREMIERE

Each performance of Grey Line is a one-off that incorporates 
up-to-the-minute footage as SPIME.IM smash together 
high and low culture, the artificial and the real, in a dizzy 
audiovisual barrage set to a soundtrack of techno, drum n’ 
bass and weird pop.

Supported by the Italian Cultural Institute.

AYA X MFO
SCOTTISH PREMIERE

Musician-producer aya’s dazzling mix of musical styles – from 
drum n’ bass to metal to hip-hop to techno – meets its match 
in mfo’s intense light show. Together they blast open a space 
to make reality anew.

Supported by Goethe Institut Glasgow and Kultur Ensemble.

“IT FEELS LIKE WITCHCRAFT; MAYBE IT IS”
Pitchfork on aya’s hexed! (Hyperdub)

TRAMWAY
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HAND TO MOUTH TO
KEELEY FORSYTH

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

3.30PM

£18 / £9 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

60 MINUTES APPROX.

Singer Keeley Forsyth’s reimagining of her 
Hand to Mouth EP features an on-stage 
collaboration with pianist Matthew Bourne, 
sonic interventions from Ross Downes and 
Colin Alexander on cello, and a narration 
of The No-End House, acclaimed novelist’s 
Jean-Baptiste del Amo’s response to  
the EP.

Supported by PRSF Beyond Borders and 
Outlands Network.

“HER VOICE IS A SPECTACULAR 
THING: A CUT-GLASS VIBRATO 
THAT BRINGS TO MIND ANOHNI, 
OR THE UNEARTHLY TREMBLE OF 
LATE‑PERIOD SCOTT WALKER”
Pitchfork

TRAMWAY
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FALLING SWEETS 
/ AFTERNOON 
MEMBRANOPHONE
ASUNA

UK PREMIERE

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

2PM

£12 / £7 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

60 MINUTES APPROX.

Dinner is ready – but the meal is a heap 
of confectionary and the table is a set of 
drumskins about to be played. A hilarious 
investigation of consumption, control and 
the power of vibration. ASUNA returns after 
his Sonica triumph with 100 Keyboards 
in 2019.

Supported by the Daiwa Anglo-Japanese 
Foundation and the Great Britain 
Sasakawa Foundation.

10 SONIC-A.CO.UK
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THE BOWIE SYMPHONY (NO.4)  
BY PHILIP GLASS
RSNO & TATSURU ARAI
A uniquely Sonica way to mark the tenth anniversary of 
the death of David Bowie, the Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra performs Philip Glass’s Bowie Symphony No.4 
“Heroes” (1995), a sweeping orchestral reimagining of 
Bowie’s magisterial 1977 album. The RSNO will also perform 
the Prelude from Glass’s Akhnaten (1983), a stately epic of 
ritual and ascension. Accompanying generative visuals by 
Tatsuru Arai transform this transcendent music into endlessly 
unfolding hyperreal vistas.

Supported by the Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation. Developed 
during Cryptic’s Cove Park Residency 2026.

PERFORMANCE

THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER

7PM

£28 / £16 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

70 MINUTES APPROX.

 

TRAMWAY

11SONIC-A.CO.UK



TRAMWAY

UNDERWATER
AN-TING & IAN GALLAGHER

SCOTTISH PREMIERE

Ian Gallagher’s 3D visualisation of marine life is accompanied 
by An-Ting’s poetry recital and the sounds of coral reefs, 
schools of fish, whales and other marine life – an unexpectedly 
lively underwater soundscape.

Supported by Immersive Arts.
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DOUBLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER

8.45PM

£16 / £8 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

100 MINUTES APPROX.,  
20 MINUTE INTERVAL

 /   

      

PANORAMA
DALI DE SAINT PAUL, LIA 
MAZZARI & KATHY HINDE
In a tribute to pioneering electronic musician Daphne Oram, 
Dali de Saint Paul, Lia Mazzari and Kathy Hinde use Oram’s 
writings and compositional processes to produce new music 
honouring her life and legacy.

Supported by the Oram Awards, PRSF Beyond Borders and 
Outlands Network.

12 SONIC-A.CO.UK
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ROBERTO MAQUEDA & 
STRUCTURALS
Roberto Maqueda’s drum machines are ‘played’ through air 
pressure and automation, blurring the boundaries between 
performer, instrument and machine. Visuals by Structurals 
transform every hit of percussion into webs of light.

Supported by the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia.

UK PREMIERE

PERFORMANCE

FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER

7PM

£12 / £7 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

      

TRAMWAY

13SONIC-A.CO.UK



LES EMPIRES
GUILLAUME COUTU DUMONT & 
LINE KATCHO

UK PREMIERE

Music from a reality where the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s 
happened simultaneously, set to mythology-tinged visuals 
where worshippers pray at oil rigs, not churches. These 
illusions have to be seen and heard to be (dis)believed.

Supported by Québec Government Office, London. Co-presented by 
MUTEK, with financial support of the Canada Council for the Arts and 
Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec.
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DOUBLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER

8.15PM

£25 / £13 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

135 MINUTES APPROX.,  
30 MINUTE INTERVAL

  / 

    

HYMNAL
ALIF HILAL (FKA LYRA PRAMUK)
Drawing on her formative experience in choirs and nightclubs, 
Alif Hilal sings songs of praise to the natural world, inspired by 
everything from slime moulds to Sufi mysticism. With visuals 
from Lucy Beech.

Supported by Goethe Institut Glasgow and Kultur Ensemble.

TRAMWAY
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SCOTTISH PREMIERE

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

7PM

£22 / £11 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

60 MINUTES APPROX.

  

TRAMWAY

MUSIC FOR 18 MUSICIANS
PARAORCHESTRA WITH 
CHARLES HAZLEWOOD
Charles Hazlewood conducts Paraorchestra, the UK’s first 
integrated orchestra of disabled and non-disabled musicians. 
To mark the 90th birthday of groundbreaking composer 
Steve Reich, they will play the glimmering minimalist 
soundscape that made him a household name: Music for 18 
Musicians (1976).

Uniquely, Paraorchestra plays in a circle, transforming the 
orchestra into a sonic installation that audiences are free 
to explore – moving among pulsing marimbas, pianos and 
vocals – or to remain still and be suffused in Reich’s sublimely 
shifting music.

15SONIC-A.CO.UK



BROKEN VINYL 
MIEKO SUZUKI &  
CLAUDIA ROHRMOSER

UK PREMIERE

An improvised audiovisual performance turns scratched, 
damaged vinyl into a new kind of music: a danceable rhythm 
of errors. In Suzuki and Rohrmoser’s hands, there’s no such 
thing as an unplayable record.

Supported by the Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation.

FISHER PRICE PIPES – AV 
HARRY GÓRSKI-BROWN

A CRYPTIC COMMISSION

Harry Górski-Brown presents a new set of reworkings of 
traditional songs “from a long time ago”, in a seamless blend of 
drone music, Gaelic folk music and small pipes accompanied 
by realtime visuals.
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DOUBLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

8.30PM

£16 / £8 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

100 MINUTES APPROX.,   
20 MINUTE INTERVAL

 /  

        

TRAMWAY
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SCOTTISH DEBUT

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER

3.15PM

£30 / £18 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

60 MINUTES APPROX.

IMPROVISATION ON FOUR 
SEQUENCES
SUZANNE CIANI
Five times Grammy-nominated composer Suzanne Ciani has 
been a pillar of the electronic music community since the 
1970s, but this is her first ever Scottish appearance. Dubbed 
the “first female synth hero”, she has scored video games, ads 
and films, and released several records. 

Improvisation on Four Sequences goes back to basics, and to 
the Buchla synthesiser Ciani loves. From its analogue sounds 
she spins sequences that reveal and revel in the history 
of electronic music, from the earliest textures of musique 
concrète to the floor-filling beats of today’s dance music, 
taking her audience on a true journey through sound.

TRAMWAY

17SONIC-A.CO.UK



PLANTS CAN DANCE
BRIAN D’SOUZA

INSTALLATION

PERFORMANCE

PERFORMANCES:
FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER, 6PM (30 MINS)
SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER, 6.15PM (30 MINS)

Using biosonification – the transformation 
of signals gleaned from living organisms 
into sound – Brian d’Souza turns plants into 
co-composers of twinkling, ambient music 
expressed through modular synths: dance 
music for all life forms.
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I DREAMT OF FIRE
MARIE DELPRAT & 
TOM LANE

UK PREMIERE

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER

2PM

£12 / £7 + BOOKING FEE.  
SONICA PASS HOLDERS  
GET 25% OFF TICKETS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

 

      12+

Entering a waiting room, we’re told to take 
a numbered ticket and take a seat. The 
longer we’re kept waiting, the uneasier we 
feel. What happens when our number is up?

Don’t miss this multi-sensory 
intimate experience.

Supported by Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia.

TRAMWAY

              ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

                                          24 SEP – 4 OCT (CLOSED MON / TUES)

                                         WED AND SUN: 11AM-5PM    THURS - SAT: 11AM-7PM

                                           FREE

18 SONIC-A.CO.UK



LAGG //  
ARE YOU LOST
ROB ST JOHN

INSTALLATION

The local is global in two new collaborative 
pieces by Rob St John: ambient works 
recorded in Lancashire and Cumbria, 
featuring contributions from historians, 
scientists and community members

RED ROAD
MOE MYAT MAY 
ZARCHI, ITÖ

INSTALLATION

An installation of images by Zarchi with a 
soundtrack composed by Itö depicts Kalaw, 
the hillside town that has become a site 
of retreat and resilience during Myanmar’s 
ongoing civil conflict.

This project is supported by the British Council’s 
Connections Through Culture Programme.

TRAMWAY
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              ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

                                          24 SEP – 4 OCT (CLOSED MON / TUES)

                                         WED AND SUN: 11AM-5PM    THURS - SAT: 11AM-7PM

                                           FREE

19SONIC-A.CO.UK



DEEPWOOD
MECHANIMAL

INSTALLATION

24 SEP – 4 OCT (CLOSED MON AND TUE)

THU / FRI / SAT: 11AM–7PM 
WED AND SUN: 11AM–5PM

FREE BUT TICKETED

20 MINUTES

  

Mechanimal attach biosensors to a living 
tree, converting the tiniest of internal 
changes into audible sound and giving us 
a glimpse into how trees react to the world 
we all share.

THE HIDDEN GARDENS

COSMIC CH’IXI
DAIRA RONZONI AND 
ALEX SMOKE

INSTALLATION

24 SEP – 4 OCT (CLOSED MON – WED)

11AM-6PM

FREE

 

         

Inspired by Latin American rituals, Cosmic 
Ch’ixi is a playable installation depicting a 
mystical landscape in flux, with music by 
Alex Smoke. Through gameplay, visitors 
can heal the magical world, transforming it 
into a place of hope.

Developed during Cryptic’s Cove Park 
Residency 2026.

Co-commissioned by Aberdeen Performing 
Arts and New Media Scotland’s Alt-w Fund with 
investment from Creative Scotland.

TRAMWAY

20 SONIC-A.CO.UK



©
 J

O
SE

PH
 L

YN
N

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

8.45PM

£15 / £9 OR BOOK YOUR FREE 
TICKET WITH A SONICA PASS.

50 MINUTES APPROX.

        

THE STEAMIE, GOVANHILL BATHS

NYX LIVE
The half-dozen vocalists of experimental drone choir NYX 
build exquisitely emotive songs that sound like they have 
always existed, or perhaps always will. Led by music director 
Sian O’Gorman and creative producer Philippa Neels, the 
collective draw from sacred music, opera, sound design and 
experimental electronics to challenge preconceptions about 
what a traditional women’s choir looks like.

From the simplest of refrains – a lone piano line or low murmur 
of synths – their songs build into towers of ethereal sound. 
Somatic movements complement these transcendent, 
muscular choral works.

21SONIC-A.CO.UK
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THIS IS MY HEART
BLIESBRO
Some years back, brothers Nicolas Blies and Stéphane 
Huber-Blies of BLIESBRO began to feel that the world was 
becoming ever more isolating and individuals were growing 
increasingly remote. So was born This Is My Heart (Ceci est 
Mon Coeur), a work which seeks to teach us that before we 
can forge connections with others, each of us must love and 
understand our own selves. Audience members each wear 
headphones and a light emitting garment which interact as a 
narrative of love and self-acceptance is told amid a swirl of 
healing, energising light projections.

Supported by KULTUR LX.

“A PROFOUND EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE... LEAVES A 
LASTING IMPRESSION: TECHNOLOGY’S TRUE POWER 
IS NOT IN ITS MECHANICS BUT IN ITS ABILITY TO 
CONNECT US IN WAYS WE NEVER ANTICIPATED.”
Silicon Luxembourg

SCOTTISH PREMIERE

IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE

24 SEP – 4 OCT  
(CLOSED MON – TUE)

11AM–6PM

£5 OR BOOK YOUR FREE 
TICKET WITH A SONICA PASS

45 MINUTES APPROX.

LIMITED CAPACITY,  
BOOK IN ADVANCE

    

OFFLINE

22 SONIC-A.CO.UK



Glasgow’s magnificent Pollok House 
has been closed since 2023 for a major 
refurbishment. Ahead of the full unveiling 
of the property, Sonica presents a festival-
within-a-festival in the 18th-century house. 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to experience artistic experiments and 
installations in this jewel in the city’s crown. 
Explore the intersection of sound, image 
and architecture in every corner.

As you move around the house, opening 
doors into rooms that haven’t been seen 
in decades, you might set a flock of 
mechanical birds twittering, encounter 
400 tinkling bells above you, discover the 
vintage sounds of one of the world’s most 
beloved synthesisers, or witness a world 
turned upside down.

Pollok House has seen and heard so much 
over the nearly 300 years since it was built, 
but never anything quite like this.

THE LISTENING HOUSE

23SONIC-A.CO.UK
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8MEN: A SONIC 
VARIATION
ISA GORDON

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

4PM

£10 / £7.  
DOUBLE BILL WITH SHHE:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

Isa Gordon pays homage to songs by 
musicians she loves, from Robert Wyatt to 
Lou Reed, reworking them in her own style 
of treated vocals and warm electronica 
– joined, for this live performance, by an 
all-female choir.
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THALASSA
SHHE

A CRYPTIC COMMISSION

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

3PM

£10 / £7.  
DOUBLE BILL WITH ISA GORDON:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

 

Inspired by sunken cities and current fears 
over rising sea levels, THALASSA blends 
vocals, analogue synthesiser sounds and 
random interventions in a journey from the 
sea’s depths to its ever-climbing surface.

Developed during Cryptic’s Cove Park 
Residency 2026 and Perth Theatre and Concert 
Hall Residency.

“A MASTERCLASS IN  
PRISTINE MINIMALISM”
Crack

THE LISTENING HOUSE
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THE TCHEREPNIN 
SERIES
THOMAS ANKERSMIT

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

1PM

£10 / £7. 
DOUBLE BILL WITH ALLIYAH ENYO:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

Devised 50 years ago, the Serge Modular 
synthesiser gave the user total sonic 
freedom. Thomas Ankersmit’s homage to 
the instrument uses archival recordings and 
live improvisation to show everything it’s 
capable of.

Supported by Performing Arts Fund, NL and The 
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
the UK.

“AMONG THE VERY BEST THINGS I’VE 
EVER HEARD DONE ON A SERGE SYNTH”
Serge Tcherepnin
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WHEN ALL IS DUST
ALLIYAH ENYO

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

12PM

£10 / £7. 
DOUBLE BILL WITH THOMAS ANKERSMIT:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

Alliyah Enyo’s site-specific sonic artworks 
respond to the acoustic qualities of the 
spaces she performs in. Her wordless and 
yearning vocals are set against analogue 
tape loops, in a fusion of location, emotion 
and technology.

THE LISTENING HOUSE
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LUKA LILUASHVILI
PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

12PM

£10 / £7.  
DOUBLE BILL WITH MARK VERNON:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

45 MINUTES APPROX.

Inspired by the male-voice choirs of 
his native Georgia, Luka Liluashvili 
blends electronica, live vocals and 
traditional instrumentation in this set of 
lively, charming, detailed polyrhythmic 
bedroom pop.

THE PAST IMPERFECT
MARK VERNON

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

1PM

£10 / £7.  
DOUBLE BILL WITH LUKA LILUASHVILI:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

35 MINUTES APPROX.

  12+

Mark Vernon presents an audio-
archaeological expedition through 
his archive of home media and found 
cassettes. These voices, field recordings 
and mystery sounds spark nostalgia for a 
time we never knew.

THE LISTENING HOUSE
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LARA JONES
PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

4PM

£10 / £7.  
DOUBLE BILL WITH SONIA KILLMANN:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

40 MINUTES APPROX.

Lara Jones makes music for our 
disorientating, distracting world: glitchy 
electronic pop, stuttering beats, flickering 
arpeggios, cutup vocal samples. But amid 
this brilliant chaos, incredible clarity can 
be found.
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CRESCENT
SONIA KILLMANN

A CRYPTIC COMMISSION

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

3PM

£10 / £7.  
DOUBLE BILL WITH LARA JONES:  
£18 / £9.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

35 MINUTES APPROX.

 

A decade living in Glasgow inspired 
Sonia Killmann’s new record. In this 
live quadrophonic performance, warm 
synthesiser tones and field recordings 
merge with instrumentation including 
Killmann’s own saxophone in an evocative 
ode to the city.

Developed during Cryptic’s Cove Park 
Residency and Perth Theatre and Concert Hall 
Residency 2026.

THE LISTENING HOUSE
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THE LISTENING HOUSE
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153 RETURNING BIRDS
BAN LEI

UK PREMIERE

INSTALLATION

    

Help a flock of birds take flight through the 
air and through time. Ban Lei’s 153 sculpted 
birds are made from bellows and whistles, 
and can be activated to twitter gently 
among themselves.

Developed during Cryptic’s Cove Park 
Residency 2026.

Supported by the Swiss Arts Council 
Pro Helvetia.

CENTRIP
SCOTT DOUGLAS 
GORDON & ADRIAN 
MURRAY

INSTALLATION

24 SEP – 4 OCT

24 HOURS / 7 DAYS

FREE

  

Installed in the front lawn of Pollok 
House, Centrip is an idiophone: a musical 
instrument that produces sound through its 
own movement, and yours. Discover how 
your interactions send its bell-like chimes 
ringing through the gardens. 

IN THE GROUNDS  
OF POLLOK HOUSE

ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

24 SEP – 3 OCT (CLOSED MON – TUE)

11AM-6PM

FREE
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RICOCHET
PAUL RUSSELL

INSTALLATION

      

A playful interactive work turns emotion 
into motion. In a darkened space, a 
set of 24 lightbulbs glow on and off in 
ever more complex sequences, making 
patterns reminiscent of bouncing balls 
and generating a warmly nostalgic 
electronic soundtrack.

First premiered at Cryptic Nights.
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COLOUR SOUND
KONX-OM-PAX

A CRYPTIC COMMISSION

INSTALLATION

   

An exploration of synaesthesia – the rare 
condition that allows a person to “see” 
sound – inspired by the colour experiments 
of modernist artists. A unique way to 
experience the world through the sense 
of another.

Developed during Cryptic’s Cove Park 
Residency 2026.

THE LISTENING HOUSE

ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

24 SEP – 3 OCT (CLOSED MON – TUE)

11AM-6PM

FREE
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THE LISTENING HOUSE

RADIOPHRENIA
INSTALLATION

For over ten years, Glasgow-
based independent radio 
station, art collective and 
festival Radiophrenia has 
been seeking out new ways 
to use radio as an artform. 

Their annual short-run audio 
exhibitions on FM and online, 
weeklong 24/7 broadcasts 
blending live music, spoken 
word, experimental audio, 
sound art and other sonic 
adventures, have gained 
them a cult following. 
Radiophrenia will install 
a vintage radio within 
Pollok House to broadcast 
selections from their 
archives – radical sounds 
rerouted through from 
one of Glasgow’s historic 
centres, transmitting far out 
into the future.

MŮO
LOMOND 
CAMPBELL

INSTALLATION

  

Lomond Campbell’s latest 
retrofuturist music invention, 
the muonophone, transforms 
the normally unnoticeable 
collisions of space particles 
into audible sounds, in a 
stunning duet between 
stardust and circuitry.

SONIC_
{IMPRINTS}°
JETT ILAGAN

INSTALLATION

PERFORMANCE: SUNDAY 27 
SEPTEMBER, 7PM AT GLAD 
CAFE – SEE PAGE 38

    

How do we adjust to new 
environments we encounter 
as we move through the 
world? In part it’s through 
sonic cues, as Jett Ilagan 
demonstrates in an 
immersive new work based 
on urban soundscapes.

Supported by British Council’s 
Connections Through Cultures 
UK East Asia Grants.
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ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

24 SEP – 3 OCT (CLOSED MON – TUE) 24 SEP – 3 OCT (CLOSED MON – TUE)

11AM-6PM 11AM-6PM

FREE FREE
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INVERSO 
MUNDUS
AES+F

UK PREMIERE

INSTALLATION

 
  16+

AES+F turn the world 
upside down. In absurd 
video sequences set 
to an uncanny classical 
soundtrack, pigs slaughter 
butchers, protesters hug riot 
police and the weak offer 
support to the strong. A 
funny, thoughtful critique on 
power structures.

THE LISTENING HOUSE
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UNEARTHED
SARA VRUGT 
& ENSEMBLE 
KLANG

INSTALLATION

  

Visitors to Unearthed lie on 
the floor, meditating beneath a 
single, damaged tree hung with 
hundreds of bells, summoning 
us to make changes to our 
interactions with the natural 
world. Accompanied by 
a soundscape played by 
Ensemble Klang.

Supported by Performing Arts 
Fund, NL and The Embassy of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
in the UK.

ITO MEIKYŪ
BORIS LABBÉ

VR WORK

INSTALLATION

Ito Meikyū, or Wandering 
Thread, is an ever-changing 
digital fresco. Wearing 
a VR headset, enter a 
beautiful labyrinth inspired 
by classic Japanese 
art and literature, filled 
with intricately animated 
animals, calligraphy, 
people and patterns, 
shimmering in a state of 
constant transformation.

Winner of the Venice Immersive 
Grand Prize.

ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

24 SEP – 3 OCT (CLOSED MON – TUE) 24 SEP – 3 OCT (CLOSED MON – TUE)

11AM-6PM 11AM-6PM

FREE FREE
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See Buchanan Galleries transformed with 
new artworks that turn the iconic shopping 
hub into a playground for moving-image 
artworks, musical pieces and artistic 
interventions. 

In a former shopfront you might encounter 
the story of a nineteenth-century inventor 
whose AI creations exceed his wildest 
dreams, use your signature to control and 
transform the sound from a loudhailer, 
or put on an eyemask and lie back on a 
vibrating canvas to hear transmissions from 
another reality. 

And as you explore the galleries, watch 
out for the team of friendly little moving 
megaphones who’ll trundle around with 
you, very keen to hear what you have to 
tell them.

The way we shop has transformed radically 
over the 27 years since Buchanan Galleries 
launched. With these playful, thought-
provoking interactive interventions, Sonica 
Glasgow demonstrates how a shopping 
centre can become not just a commercial 
focus for the city but a social and artistic 
one too.

BUCHANAN GALLERIES
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BUCHANAN GALLERIES

A SONICA COMMISSION

INSTALLATION

12 SEP – 25 OCT  
(CLOSED MON)

10AM–6PM

FREE
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THEY’VE GOT YOUR EYES
RACHEL MACLEAN &  
ELA ORLEANS
Rachel Maclean sees a parallel between today’s rush to 
embrace (or impose) AI in every context with the rush of 
technological innovation of the nineteenth century. They’ve 
Got Your Eyes, a film work Maclean created using AI models 
trained on her own image and archive, follows an inventor: 
one part tech bro, one part Scottish Enlightenment thinker, 
conjuring fantastical fairies who grant his every desire – or, 
at least, what they think he desires. These creatures are his 
offspring, but they’re not under his control. In a cautionary 
myth for our time, Maclean reminds us always to be careful 
what we wish for.

Co-commissioned by Sonica Glasgow and FACT Liverpool with 
support from 1646, The Hague.

Supported by the Scottish Government’s Festivals Expo Fund and 
Creative Scotland.
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BUCHANAN GALLERIES
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SONIC UNITS 
‘REHUMANISE ME’ 
COLLECTION
ESTHER KEHINDE 
AJAYI

SCOTTISH PREMIERE

INSTALLATION

FREE

  

Mounted on oversized towers, clusters of 
loudhailers emit unexpectedly soothing 
ambient tones. Audiences can influence 
this musical output by yielding to the 
irresistible temptation to press a big 
red button.
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TRANSVISION
GAËTAN PARSEIHIAN &  
LUCIEN GAUDION

UK PREMIERE

INSTALLATION

RUNNING TIME: 30 MINUTES

FREE BUT TICKETED: BOOK IN ADVANCE

        

Part meditation, part magic ritual, part 
sensory experiment, Transvision asks you 
to don an eyemask, lie at the centre in a 
vibrating canvas and be transported to 
somewhere brand new.

Supported by Institut Français – Programme 
International de Diffusion Artistique (PIDA), The 
Lord Provost and International Office, Institut 
français d’Écosse, Alliance Française and 
Kultur Ensemble.

ALL INSTALLATIONS ABOVE

24 SEP – 4 OCT (CLOSED MON)

10AM-6PM
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INSTALLATION

SATURDAY 26 AND SUNDAY 
27 SEPTEMBER

11AM–3PM

FREE

©
 J

O
N

AS
 M

AE
S

©
 J

O
N

AS
 M

AE
S

THE UNHEARD
CREW
This is a world in which outrageous personalities always 
seem to get the attention they seek, when the voice that 
shouts at the highest volume is amplified the furthest. What 
if things were the other way around, and the stiller, smaller 
voice commanded respect? In The Unheard, CREW send 
five bullhorns – icon of the loudmouth – trundling around on 
wheels. These charming robots tag along with passersby, join 
crowds, or park up near individuals. Their open mouths seem 
ready to make a persuasive argument, or even to do that rarer 
thing and listen.

Supported by Flanders, State of the Art.

BUCHANAN GALLERIES
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SCOTTISH ENSEMBLE WITH 
AVA RASTI AND ALEX SMOKE
A double bill of modern classical works performed by 
Scottish Ensemble, playing as a string quartet, alongside their 
composers contributing electronic elements. The leaping-off 
point for Ava Rasti’s The River was her discovery that the 
picturesque Italian river where she had been bathing was the 
historic site of two bloody battles. In Bright Flows the River, 
Alex Smoke provides a beautifully cathartic response to the 
sense of permacrisis that surrounds us, a reminder of the 
salving power of art, even – or especially – in dark times.

Bright Flows the River is a Cryptic Commission, developed during 
Cryptic’s Cove Park Residency 2026 and Perth Theatre and Concert 
Hall Residency.

A CRYPTIC COMMISSION

PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

11.30AM

£20 / £10.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET 
WITH A SONICA PASS.

60 MINUTES APPROX.

 

RUTHERGLEN OLD CHURCH
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SVETLANA SPAJIĆ
PERFORMANCE

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

1.30PM

£8 / £6.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

30 MINUTES APPROX.

Gather on the spiral staircase of the 
Hunterian Gallery for Serbian vocalist 
Svetlana Spajić’s performance of the 
traditional local songs that keep her 
country’s traditions and cultures alive.

MEETING PHILIP
ERIC VERNHES

SCOTTISH PREMIERE

INSTALLATION

24 SEP – 4 OCT (CLOSED MON – WED)

11AM–6PM

FREE

    

SF author Philip K. Dick believed we live 
inside a simulation – and who can disprove 
him? Meeting Philip mixes stunning digital 
visuals and a lecture by Dick, honouring a 
genius and his troubled life.

Supported by Institut français – Programme 
International de Diffusion Artistique (PIDA), and 
Institut français d’Écosse.

THE HUNTERIAN ART GALLERY 25PES
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RAIVO SLOAN
The Glasgow-based Latvian DJ and musician blends an unlikely 
mix of atonal ambient music and leftfield R&B into a performance 
of a brand-new subgenre that’s eerie, emotive yet playful.

THE DARK MIRROR
MOIRA SALT, TOMMY PERMAN 
& ANDREW WASYLYK
Take a ride through the waterways and canals of Britain in 
Moira Salt’s evocative film constructed from archive footage, 
accompanied by a live soundtrack of warm folktronica from 
Perman and Wasylyk.

SONIC_{IMPRINTS}°
JETT ILAGAN
Drawing on nomadic lifestyles, migratory bodies, identity 
and belonging, sonic_{imprints}° uses field recordings, 
ambient textures, and generative visuals to invite audiences to 
experience sound as a living archive.

Supported by British Council’s Connections Through Cultures UK East 
Asia Grants.

TRIPLE BILL

PERFORMANCE

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

7PM

£9 / £6.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET 
WITH A SONICA PASS.

150 MINUTES APPROX.,   
TWO SHORT INTERVALS

  /  / 

       

THE GLAD CAFÉ
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SONICA SOCIAL
KONX-OM-PAX DJ SET

PERFORMANCE

FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER

10PM–1AM

£5 ADVANCE, £8 ON THE DOOR. 
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

      

Musician and artist Konx-om-Pax 
(Tom Scholefield) turns DJ and delves 
into his eclectic record collection for a set 
that melds techno, UK hardcore, musique 
concrète and assorted sonic mayhem.

SONICA CLUB
LOMA DOOM / 
DEBONAIR

CLUB NIGHT

FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER

11PM–3AM

£10 / £5.  
OR BOOK YOUR FREE TICKET  
WITH A SONICA PASS.

 

      

A club night double bill featuring two DJs 
working at the outer edges of experimental 
music: London’s seeker of brilliant sonic 
obscurities DEBONAIR, and Amsterdam-
based analogue music addict Loma Doom.

THE RUM SHACK EXIT GLASGOW
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LISTENING WORKSHOP:  
SONIA KILLMANN
SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER, 11.30AM-1PM

POLLOK HOUSE

£8 / £5

Experience a new perspective on the outdoor 
installations in Pollok House, using audio 
recorders and Pauline Oliveros’s sonic 
meditations. 

CURATED LISTENING TOURS  
OF POLLOK HOUSE
SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER, 11.30AM–1PM:  
WITH WRITER ARUSA QURESHI

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER, 11.30AM–1PM: WITH 
ACADEMIC AND ARTIST FEMKE DEKKER

POLLOK HOUSE

FREE BUT TICKETED

Join one of our curated listening tours and get 
an insight into the works shown throughout 
Pollok House as Sonica transforms the 
historic property with a series of audiovisual 
experiments and installations.

SERGE MODULAR SYNTH WORKSHOP: 
THOMAS ANKERSMIT 
MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER, 6-9PM

GLOSS

£40 / £20 - LIMITED CAPACITY

Thomas Ankersmit’s main instrument for 20 
years has been the Serge Modular analog 
synthesizer. Join him for a hands-on masterclass 
focusing on his practice and performances.

WORKSHOPS AND TALKS
TALK: DINOS CHAPMAN  
IN CONVERSATION
WEDNESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER, 12.30PM

ASSEMBLY HALL, GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART

FREE BUT TICKETED

Join artist Dinos Chapman, one half 
of the notorious Chapman Brothers, in 
conversation with Paul Simmons, Founder of 
Timorous Beasties.

TALK: RACHEL MACLEAN  
IN CONVERSATION
FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER, 11AM

GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART

FREE BUT TICKETED

Rachel Maclean’s lecture focuses on her new 
work They’ve Got Your Eyes, as well as recent 
projects Mama and DUCK, focusing on how she 
explores AI in her artistic practice.

TALK: SUZANNE CIANI  
IN CONVERSATION
SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER, 5PM

THE LISTENING HOUSE, POLLOK HOUSE

FREE BUT TICKETED

Prior to her Scottish debut performance at 
Tramway, join Buchla synthesizer legend 
Suzanne Ciani in conversation with 
BBC Radio 3’s Elizabeth Alker.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH GLOSS
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WORKSHOP: SONICA OPEN SESSION
TUESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER, 6-9PM

GLOSS

£30 / £15 - LIMITED CAPACITY

Open Sessions give you hands-on access 
to synthesisers, drum machines, effects and 
modular systems. Experiment, practice, develop 
ideas, or explore instruments you don’t normally 
have access to. 

WORKSHOP: THE SHAPE OF A WAVE – 
SUZANNE CIANI, SPATIAL SYNTHESIS 
AND ELECTRONIC PERFORMANCE
WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER, 6-9.30PM

GLOSS

£40 / £20 - LIMITED CAPACITY

A hands-on participatory workshop, led by 
GLOSS founder Lewis Henry Cook, exploring 
the life and work of pioneering electronic 
composer Suzanne Ciani and creating work 
based upon her principles. 

VOCAL IMPROVISATION WORKSHOP: 
DALI DE SAINT PAUL
FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER, 2-4PM

ST NINIAN’S

£8 / £5 - LIMITED CAPACITY

Find your voice in this workshop led by sonic 
experimenter Dali de Saint Paul, which includes 
vocal exercises and insights, and an exploration 
of improvisation as practice and genre. 

MASTERCLASS IN MODULAR 
SYNTHESIS: SUZANNE CIANI
MONDAY 5 OCTOBER, 6-9PM

GLOSS

£40 / £20 - LIMITED CAPACITY

A masterclass with the legendary and 
pioneering musician, sound designer and 
composer Suzanne Ciani, marking her first ever 
performance in Scotland. 

WE’RE GIVING 
BACK

SUPPORT US

As part of our commitment to a greener 
festival, we are donating 1.5% of Sonica’s 
box office sales to Urban Roots. Urban 
Roots is a Glasgow charity that nurtures 
community through its commitment 
to making a positive impact on the 
environment. Through community 
workshops, gardening, conservation 
projects and more, it inspires people across 
Glasgow’s Southside to connect with nature 
and take practical action that benefits their 
own lives, their communities and the planet.

Love what we do? Join as a Cryptic Angel 
or make a one-off donation to help ensure 
that we can continue our work at Sonica 
Festival and beyond. Each donation helps 
us to commission bold new work, support 
artists and bring extraordinary audiovisual 
experiences to audiences in Scotland and 
beyond. Support us today and play a vital 
role in shaping the future of pioneering art, 
while joining a community of supporters 
who believe in the power of creativity.

cryptic.org.uk/support
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SISTERS WITH 
TRANSISTORS (PG)

FILM SCREENING

MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER

8.20PM

£12.25 / £9.50

86 MINUTES.

      CAP

Through interviews and archive footage, 
this documentary tells the story of ten 
pioneering women electronic musicians, 
including Suzanne Ciani, Wendy Carlos 
and Delia Derbyshire, who engaged with 
cutting-edge technology to change what 
music could be.

KOYAANISQATSI (PG)
FILM SCREENING

WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER

8.20PM

£12.25 / £9.50

86 MINUTES.

    

Godfrey Reggio’s seminal 1982 
non‑narrative documentary traces systems, 
networks and patterns from across the 
planet, set to an unforgettable soundtrack 
by Philip Glass.

GFT
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For Cryptic: 

Brian Daly: Finance Manager 

Caroline Thompson:  
Head of Inclusion and Evaluation 

Cathie Boyd: Artistic Director 

Celine Antal: Photography 

Claire Moran: Executive Producer 

Clarry Mowforth: Sonica PRO Coordinator

Clem Ogna: Sonica Volunteer Manager 

Electric Shores: Press 

Freya Povlsen: Administrator 

Jamhot: Design 

John Wilkie: Production Manager 

Lizzie Urquhart: Project Assistant 

Neil Jarvie: Photography 

Neil Stewart: Copy Editor 

Nika Gogiashvili: Production Assistant 

Nina Franklin: Festival Producer 

Sam Randerson, Nia Wood and Tom 
Zwitserlood: Technical Managers 

Silvana Smith:  
Festival Marketing Officer 

Siyao Li: Photography & Videography 

Su Shaw:  
Sonica 2026 Guest Curated Selection 

Tara Marshall-Tierney: Head of Marketing 
and Communications 

Zoë Alba Farrugia:  
Immersive Arts Producer 

Cryptic’s Board of Directors: 
Shirani Sabaratnam (Chair), Annette 
Christie, Paul Condron, Helen Donnelly, 
Elizabeth Hollinger, David Moir, Kaja 
Przepiorakaja, Paul Simmons and 
Cathie Boyd

Cryptic would like to thank: 
Alan Morrison and Creative Scotland; Alexia Holt and Cove Park; 
Andy McAvoy; Annabelle Stivala and Arts Council Malta; Annemieke 
Keurentjes, Robin de Bruijn and Fonds Podium Kunsten; Annette 
Paterson and Buchanan Galleries; Annemijn van den Broek, Koen 
Guiking and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; 
Black Light; Charles Bodsworth and The Great Britain Sasakawa 
Foundation; Chris Blair and GBR; Dav Williams and Trustees of 
The Hinrichsen Foundation; Dominic Paterson, Lee Scott and 
The Hunterian Art Gallery; Dominique Rovini, Anja Wernicke and 
Pro Helvetia; Duncan Blackmore and PES25; Gareth Clayton and 
Trustees of The Leche Trust; Hanna Dede, Nicole Fryns and the 
Goethe-Institut Glasgow; Helen Sykes, Lin Htet and British Council 
Myanmar; Irene Nairn and St Ninian’s; Ingried Boussaroque, 
Marie Morin and the Québec Government Office London; James 
Johnson and EXIT Glasgow; Jason James, Susan Meehan and 
The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation; Jenny Crowe, Jill Smith, 
Conner Milliken, Adam Worton, Paul Sorley, Yvonne Smith, Nadia 
Lucchesi and Tramway; Jeroen Deckmyn and Flanders House, 
London; JTH Charitable Trust; Joel Mills, Shannon Latoyah Simon 
and British Council London; Joe Frankland, Tilly Fletcher and the 
PRS for Music Foundation; Dr. Johannes Backhaus, Nino Gvasalia 
and Goethe-Institut Georgien; Karen Sutton and the Oram Awards; 
Kate Deans, Lorna Duguid and Creative Scotland; Kim Blyth and 
Glad Café; Laura Lambert, Luisa Maria Yax Valle and the Lord 
Provost’s and International Office; Laura Paterson, Robert Baillie 
and Pollok House; Lesley Logan, Victoria Logan and Florence 
Street; Lewis and Suzi Cook and GLOSS; Ludovic Guillot, Fanny 
Rolland, Nadia Bouissehak and Institut Francais, Paris; Lydia 
Honeybone and Offline; Mahri Reilly, Paula Murdoch and The Hidden 
Gardens; Nabila Lakouraï and The Alliance Française Glasgow; 
Natalie Boyle, Lorraine Toner and Glasgow Life; Neil Clements, 
Sam De Santis and Glasgow School of Art; Norah Campbell, 
Adam Salem-Wright and British Council Scotland; Paul Chapman, 
Paul Chapman, Craig Logan and GSA; Paul Gallagher and GFT; 
Rachel O’Neill, Róisín Kelly and Rutherglen 900, and Alison Bennet 
and Rutherglen Old Parish Church; Riah Naief and Listen Gallery; 
Shaun Galbraith and The Rum Shack; Simon Wright and Outlands; 
SoundPro; Stéphane Pailler and the l’Institut Français d’Ecosse; 
Stevie Scott and Glasgow City Council; Stevie West and Govanhill 
Baths; Stafano De Angelis and the Italian Institute of Culture, 
Edinburgh; Valerie Quilez and Kultur | lx; WarPro.

All our Cryptic Angels: 
Bjorn Heile, Cathie Boyd, Christopher Glasgow, Colin Hicks, Douglas 
Scott, Eunice Crook, Gina Wilson, Karen Anderson, Mary Macleod, 
MC, Paul Climie, Dame Seonia Reid and Steven Spier.

And a huge thank you to our Sonica Volunteers.  
This festival couldn’t happen without you all.

Cryptic 
5 Florence St, Gorbals, Glasgow G5 0YX 
+44 (0) 7836 358 136

CRYPTIC.ORG.UK

THANK YOUS
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ACCESSIBILITY
During the festival there will be Information 
and Access Desks at Tramway, Pollok 
House and Buchanan Galleries which 
can provide information for all events at 
the festival. Audiences can also pick up 
earplugs for performances, and large print 
programmes. Free tickets are provided 
for carers or personal assistants at all 
performances. Subpacs and Woojer 
straps are available for some performances 
at Tramway and can be booked at the 
Box Office.

Relaxed Hours at Pollok House, Buchanan 
Galleries and 25PES installations support 
anyone who may prefer visiting the festival 
during quieter times. We recognise that 
some visitors may require a more relaxed 
approach to noise and movement in 
the space. Our Relaxed Hours offer this 
environment, which may be helpful for 
visitors with sensory differences or anxiety, 
as well as parents and carers.

Relaxed Hours at Pollok House 
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 September, 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3 October: 
10–11am (one hour before public opening)

Relaxed Hours at Buchanan Galleries 
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 September, 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3 October: 
9–10am (one hour before public opening)

Relaxed Hours at 25 PES  
Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 September, 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3 October: 
10–11am (one hour before public opening)

Masked Hours at Pollok House support 
visitors who may be immunocompromised, 
prefer a masked environment, or simply 
want to avoid crowds. Join us for a 
dedicated time designed to feel calm, 
comfortable and supported, so you can 
explore the installations at ease. 

Masked Hours at Pollok House  
Thursday 1 October: 10-11am 
(one hour before public opening)

Contemplative Hours at Pollok House  
offer a dedicated time for deeper attention, 
presence, and quiet reflection within The 
Listening House. We ask that you move 
through the spaces slowly, place phones 
on silent and away, and refrain from 
conversation, allowing yourself and others 
the rare experience of shared quiet. To 
support this sense of serenity and ease, 
you are welcome to explore the house 
in socks or soft slippers (please bring 
your own).

Contemplative Hours at Pollok House 
Friday 25 September and Friday 2 October: 
11am–1pm

Quiet Spaces at Tramway and Pollok 
House are available to anyone who would 
like to spend some time away from the 
installations or performances for rest, 
reflection or other reasons. They are 
calm and peaceful spaces equipped with 
bean bags and comfortable seating, ear 
defenders, eye masks and fidget toys. 
Please always be respectful to others who 
are using the rooms. We kindly ask that you 
do not bring food or drink into the rooms. 
The rooms have limited capacity, and 
whilst we will do our best to accommodate 
all visitors during busy times, there may 
occasionally be a brief wait.

Tramway Quiet Space 
Thursday 24 – Saturday 26 September and 
Thursday 1 – Saturday 3 October:

7–11pm 
Sunday 27 September and Sunday 4 
October: 2–4.30pm

Pollok House Quiet Space 
11am–6pm daily
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VENUE ACCESSIBILITY
TRAMWAY/THE HIDDEN GARDENS
•	Level access and automatic doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Baby facilities
•	Seating is available
•	Staff have Disability awareness training and 

first aid training
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Hearing protection
•	Quiet space
•	Wheelchair space available
•	Accessible furniture
•	Accessible counter

POLLOK HOUSE
•	Step access and manual doors
•	Level disabled access 
•	Free parking for Blue Badge holders
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off 
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Baby facilities
•	Seating is available
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Hearing protection
•	Quiet space
•	Wheelchair accessible for wheelchairs up to 

80cm wide only

BUCHANAN GALLERIES
•	Step and ramped access and automatic doors
•	Free parking for Blue Badge holders
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off 
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Baby facilities
•	Seating is available
•	Staff have Disability awareness training and 

first aid training
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Hearing protection
•	Wheelchair space available
•	Accessible furniture

OFFLINE
•	Level access and manual doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off
•	Wheelchair space available

THE STEAMIE, GOVANHILL BATHS
•	Level access and manual doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Designated drop off
•	Step free standard toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Wheelchair space available

RUTHERGLEN OLD PARISH CHURCH
•	Step and ramped access and manual doors
•	Free parking for Blue Badge holders
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off 
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Hearing protection
•	Wheelchair space available

GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART
•	Level access and automatic doors
•	Free parking for Blue Badge holders
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Baby facilities
•	Staff have Disability Awareness and first 

aid training
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Wheelchair space available
•	Accessible furniture and counter
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VENUE ACCESSIBILITY
HUNTERIAN ART GALLERY
•	Step and ramped access and automatic doors
•	Offsite metered parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Staff have Disability awareness training and 

first aid training
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Hearing protection
•	Wheelchair space available (4)
•	Accessible counter

GLAD CAFÉ
•	Level access and automatic doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Staff have Disability awareness training and 

first aid training
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Baby/breastfeeding facilities
•	Wheelchair space available
•	Accessible furniture

25 PES
•	Level access and manual doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Wheelchair space available

THE RUM SHACK
•	Step access (6 steps) to performance space 

and manual doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Step free standard toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Baby/breastfeeding facilities
•	Wheelchair space available
•	Accessible furniture

EXIT GLASGOW
•	Step access (5 and 14 steps) and 

manual doors
•	Offsite free parking
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Staff have Disability awareness training and 

first aid training
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Hearing protection

GLASGOW FILM THEATRE
•	Level access and automatic doors
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Gender neutral toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Induction loop/assistive listening
•	Staff have Disability awareness training and 

first aid training
•	Wheelchair space available
•	Accessible furniture
•	Accessible counter

5 FLORENCE STREET
•	Step and ramped access and manual doors
•	Free parking for Blue Badge holders
•	Accessible parking bays
•	Designated drop off 
•	Accessible lift
•	Accessible toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Assistance dogs welcome
•	Wheelchair space available

ST NINIAN’S CHURCH
•	Step and ramped access and manual doors
•	Free parking on the street
•	Drop off outside the venue
•	Accessible toilets
•	Seating is available
•	Assistance dogs are welcome
•	Wheelchair space available

If you have any specific access questions, 
including requests for large print, Braille 
or EasyRead programmes, please contact 
Caroline Thompson via email at  
planning@cryptic.org.uk or WhatsApp, 
text or phone +44 (0)7944 021 913.
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Sonica Pass

Get the most out of your Sonica experience 
with a Sonica Pass. A Sonica Pass gives you 
25% off Tramway events and access to free 
tickets for all other performances, including 
unlimited access to BLIESBRO’s This is 
My Heart.

Book your pass today to save upwards 
of £100.

Full Sonica Pass:  
£95 / £54 (concession)

Sonica Pass – Weekend 1:  
£65 / £36 (concession)

Sonica Pass – Weekend 2:  
£45 / £24 (concession)

TICKETS

All installations are free and unticketed. 
All ticketed performances, immersive 
experiences and Sonica Passes can be 
booked through sonic-a.co.uk or at 
the following:

Resident Advisor

ONLINE: ra.co

Tramway

ONLINE: www.tramway.org 
A transaction charge of £1.50 applies to all 
online bookings.

PHONE: +44 (0) 141 276 0950 
Mon–Sat 10am–6pm. A transaction charge 
of £1.75 applies to all telephone bookings.

IN PERSON: 25 Albert Dr, Glasgow, G41 2PE 
Tue–Sat, 10am–12pm & Sun 12–5pm. No 
transaction applied to in person bookings.

Eventbrite

ONLINE: www.eventbrite.co.uk

Glasgow Film Theatre

ONLINE: www.glasgowfilm.org

PHONE: +44 (0) 141 332 6535

IN PERSON: 12 Rose Street, Glasgow, G3 
6RB. Box Office opens 30 minutes before 
first screening.

Third party box offices

Please be advised that tickets bought from 
other outlets may be subject to differing 
charges. See the Sonica website for details. 

Disclaimer: All details are correct at the time of 
going to print. All running times are estimates. 
We reserve the right to make changes.

KEY TO SYMBOLS:

	 TOUCH

	 EXPLICIT LANGUAGE

	 STROBE LIGHTS

	 LOUD MUSIC

	 BRIGHT/FLASHING LIGHTS

	 DARK

	 IMMERSIVE

	 NO STEP-FREE ACCESS

	 STANDING PERFORMANCE

	 REMOVE SHOES

	 LOUD VIBRATIONS

	 SMOKE

	 GORE/BLOOD

	 NUDITY

	 FAMILY FRIENDLY

	 AUDIO DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE

	 CAPTIONED

TICKETS & INFORMATION
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SONICA IS SCOTLAND’S 
LEADING 11-DAY BIENNIAL 
FESTIVAL OF MUSIC, 
AUDIOVISUAL AND 
IMMERSIVE ART,  
PRODUCED BY CRYPTIC 
SONIC-A.CO.UK


