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The RSNO returns to Sonica with the Scottish Premiere of John Luther Adams� 
Pulitzer Prize and GRAMMY Award-winning Become Ocean. An ebbing and � owing 
sonic journey, Become Ocean is a meditation on the vast, deep and mysterious tides 
of existence. Adams said, �As the polar ice melts and sea level rises, we humans 
� nd ourselves facing the prospect that once again we may quite literally become 
ocean.� Alba G Corral paints real-time large-scale kaleidoscopic digital landscapes 
in response to the music for a truly immersive experience. This performance is part 
of Cryptic�s year-long 30th anniversary celebrations.

JOHN LUTHER ADAMS Become Ocean [42�] Scottish Premiere

Clark Rundell Conductor
Alba G Corral Live Visuals

Royal Scottish National Orchestra

If viewing these notes at the concert, please do so considerately and not during performances. 
Please silence all mobile telephones and alerts, and refrain from taking photographs, 

without � ash, until the end of each piece.

Tramway, Glasgow Sat 28 Sep 2024 7pm
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FIRST PERFORMANCE
Seattle, 20 June 2013
SCOTTISH PREMIERE
DURATION 42 minutes

Winner of the 2014 Pulitzer Prize in Music

2014 GRAMMY Award for Best Contemporary 
Classical Composition

Commissioned by the Seattle Symphony 
Orchestra

Clouds of Forgetting, Clouds of Unknowing (1991-
5) contains four di� erent musical textures. In the 
White Silence (1998) has three. For Lou Harrison 
(2002) reduces this to just two. 

In Dark Waves (2007), I � nally got to one. When I 
� rst heard that piece I began to wonder if I could 
sustain a similar sound for a longer span of time. 
The result is Become Ocean, a meditation on the 
vast, deep and mysterious tides of existence. 

The title is borrowed from a mesostic verse that 
composer John Cage (1912-92) wrote in honour 
of fellow composer Lou Harrison�s birthday. In it, 
likening Harrison�s music to a river in delta, Cage 
writes:

LiStening to it
we becOme
oceaN.

Life on this earth � rst emerged from the sea. 
And as the polar ice melts and sea level rises, we 
humans � nd ourselves facing the prospect that 
once again we may quite literally become ocean. 

© John Luther Adams

Become Ocean
John Luther Adams (born 1953)
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John Luther Adams 
Composer

For John Luther Adams, music is a lifelong
search for home � an invitation to slow down, 
pay attention and remember our place within
the larger community of life on earth.

Living for almost 40 years in northern Alaska, 
JLA discovered a unique musical world grounded 
in space, stillness and elemental forces. In the 
1970s and into the �80s, he worked full time as 
an environmental activist. But the time came 
when he felt compelled to dedicate himself 
entirely to music. He made this choice with the 
belief that, ultimately, music can do more than 
politics to change the world. Since that time, 
he has become one of the most widely admired 
composers in the world, receiving the Pulitzer 
Prize, a GRAMMY Award and many
other honours.

In works such as Become Ocean, In the White 
Silence and Canticles of the Holy Wind, Adams 
brings the sense of wonder that we feel outdoors 
into the concert hall. And in outdoor works 
such as Inuksuit and Sila: The Breath of the 
World he employs music as a way to reclaim our 
connections with place, wherever we may be.

A deep concern for the state of the earth and 
the future of humanity drives Adams to continue 
composing. As he puts it: �If we can imagine 
a culture and a society in which we each feel 
more deeply responsible for our own place in the 
world, then we just may be able to bring that 
culture and that society into being.�

Since leaving Alaska, JLA and his wife Cynthia 
have made their home in the deserts of Mexico, 
Chile and the southwestern United States.

'
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Alba G Corral
Live Visuals

Alba G Corral is a visual artist and creative 
coder based in Catalunya. With a background 
in computer engineering, she has been creating 
generative art using so� ware and coding for 
the past decade. Her practice spans across live 
performance, video, digital media and installation, 
exploring abstract narratives and expressing 
sensitivity and taste for colour. By combining 
generative systems with improvised drawing 
techniques, her digital language becomes 
organic, creating mesmerising digital landscapes.

Alba writes of Become Ocean:

The work of John Luther Adams presents a 
visual challenge as it is a palindrome. While 
the music interprets this in a linear fashion, 
the visual approach o� ers a more abstract 
opportunity. Rather than relying on the obvious 
choice of mirroring or inverting images, the piece 
explores internal rhythms, the construction and 
deconstruction of forms and textures. A clear 
in� ection point marks the midpoint, re� ecting 
the perfect symmetry of the composition. This 
balance is intertwined with a contemporary 
narrative on climate change, where chaos and 
harmony coexist. Visually, the aim is to create 
a dance between order and unpredictability, 
accompanying the profound sonic symmetry
of the music.

Clark Rundell
Conductor

Kindly supported by Institut Ramon Llull.
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Alba G Corral
Live Visuals

Clark Rundell
Conductor

With a repertoire spanning centuries, continents 
and styles, Clark Rundell has established himself
as a champion of music ranging from the 18th 
century to the current day, from Jazz to Kora, from 
Tango to European modernism and from large, 
multidimensional projects to music of complexity 
and intricacy.

He recently made his debuts with the Barcelona 
Symphony Orchestra, Klangforum Wien, 
Gulbenkian Orchestra Lisbon, SWR-
Sinfonieorchester Baden-Baden, NDR Orchestra 
Hannover and Orchestre Philharmonique Royal de 
LiŁge, all of whom immediately reinvited him to 
conduct over the next few seasons.

He works regularly with orchestras and ensembles 
including all of the BBC orchestras, Britten Sinfonia, 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Royal Northern 
Sinfonia, Ensemble 10/10 and Asko Schoenberg. 
Opera world premieres include Sir James 
MacMillan�s Clemency at the Royal Opera House, Clemency at the Royal Opera House, Clemency
Covent Garden, Orlando Gough�s Voices & Votes at 
the Bergen International Festival, Julian Joseph�s 
spectacular reimagining of Tristan and Isolde in 
London, Oscar Bettison�s The Light of Lesser Days in 

the Netherlands, and Iphigenia by Wayne Shorter 
and esperanza spalding in Boston and at the 
Kennedy Center Washington, DC.

Deeply committed to the performance of new 
music, Rundell has given world premieres of 
works by Louis Andriessen, Steve Reich, Mark-
Anthony Turnage, Sir James MacMillan, Django 
Bates, Sir Richard Rodney Bennett, Oscar 
Bettison, Gary Carpenter, Trish Clowes, Tansy 
Davies, Tim Garland, Adam Gorb, David Horne, 
Julian Joseph, Steve Mackey, Steve Martland, 
Grace Evangeline Mason, Brad Mehldau, Martijn 
Padding, Gwilym Simcock, Joey Roukens, Wayne 
Shorter and Julia Wolfe.

As an arranger, he collaborated with Andriessen 
on a suite from the late Dutch master�s opera 
Rosa, entitled Rosa’s Horses, which was 
premiered by Rundell and the Netherlands Radio 
Chamber Philharmonic at Het Concertgebouw, 
Amsterdam. The pair also collaborated on 
Vermeer Pictures, a suite from Andriessen�s opera 
Writing to Vermeer, which was also performed at Writing to Vermeer, which was also performed at Writing to Vermeer
Het Concertgebouw.

A highly versatile musician, he has performed 
with John Dankworth, Bob Brookmeyer, Victor 
Mendoza, Guy Barker, Julian Argüelles, Ed 
Thigpen, Cleo Laine, Andy Sheppard, Lew 
Tabakin and Michael Gibbs.

Rundell is Professor of Conducting at the Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester, and 
has a close relationship with the Netherlands 
Orchestral Academy. He spent much of his 
childhood in Bloomington, Minnesota. He studied 
conducting at Northwestern University, Chicago 
with John Paynter and trombone with Frank 
Crisafulli, and was subsequently awarded a 
Junior Fellowship to study conducting with 
Timothy Reynish at the RNCM.
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Royal Scottish National Orchestra On Stage

Formed in 1891 as the Scottish Orchestra, 
the company became the Scottish National 
Orchestra in 1950 and was awarded Royal 
Patronage in 1977. Many renowned conductors 
have contributed to its success, including Sir John 
Barbirolli, Walter Susskind, Sir Alexander Gibson, 
Neeme Järvi, Walter Weller, Alexander Lazarev 
and StØphane DenŁve.

The Orchestra�s artistic team is led by Danish 
conductor Thomas Słndergård, who was 
appointed Music Director in 2018. In March 2024, 
Austrian-born conductor, composer and musician 
Patrick Hahn became the Orchestra�s Principal 
Guest Conductor.

The RSNO is supported by the Scottish 
Government and is one of the Scottish National 
Performing Companies. The Orchestra performs 
across Scotland, including concerts in Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Dundee, Aberdeen, Perth and 
Inverness, and appears regularly at the 
Edinburgh International Festival and BBC Proms. 
The RSNO has made recent tours to the USA, 
China and Europe.

The RSNO has a worldwide reputation for the 
quality of its recordings, receiving a 2020 
Gramophone Classical Music Award for Chopin�s 

Piano Concertos (soloist: Benjamin Grosvenor), 
conducted by Elim Chan, two Diapason d�Or 
awards (DenŁve/Roussel 2007; DenŁve/Debussy 
2012) and eight GRAMMY Award nominations. In 
recent years, the RSNO has increasingly recorded 
soundtracks for �lm, television and video games, 
with notable titles including Horizon: An American 
Saga (Warner Bros), Life on Our Planet (Net�ix), 
Star Wars Outlaws (Ubiso�), Avatar: Frontiers of 
Pandora (Meta Quest VR) and The Woman King 
(Sony Pictures). The Orchestra records at its 
bespoke in-house facility, Scotland�s Studio, in 
Glasgow.

The RSNO believes that music can enrich lives, 
and aims to inspire, educate and entertain people 
throughout Scotland and beyond with its 
performances, recordings and engagement 
programmes. Supporting schools, families, young 
professionals and wider communities, the RSNO 
delivers high-quality initiatives for all ages and 
abilities, reaching over 68,000 people in 2023.
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Royal Scottish National Orchestra On Stage

Orchestra list and programme details correct at time of going to print. Contents ' Copyright RSNO and named authors.

The RSNO is one of Scotland�s 
National Performing Companies, 

supported by the 
Scottish Government.

@rsnoo�  cial Youtube.com/thersno/royalscottishnationalorchestra @RSNO rsnorchestra

FIRST VIOLIN
Lena Zeliszewska
ASSOCIATE LEADER

Patrick Curlett
Caroline Parry
Ursula Heidecker Allen
Lorna Rough
Susannah Lowdon
Alan Manson
Liam Lynch
Helena Rose
Catriona Price

SECOND VIOLIN
Jacqueline Speirs
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL

Marion Wilson
Paul Medd
Harriet Hunter
Anne Bünemann
Sophie Lang
Emily Nenniger
Kirstin Drew
Colin McKee

VIOLA
Tom Dunn
PRINCIPAL

Felix Tanner
Lisa Rourke
Claire Dunn
Beth Woodford
Francesca Hunt

CELLO
Betsy Taylor
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL

Yuuki Bouterey-Ishido
Rachael Lee
Sarah Digger
Gunda Baranuaskait�

DOUBLE BASS
Michael Rae
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Moray Jones
Alexandre dos Santos
Kirsty Matheson

FLUTE
Katherine Bryan
PRINCIPAL

Fiona Sweeney
Janet Richardson
PRINCIPAL PICCOLO

OBOE
Adrian Wilson
PRINCIPAL

Peter Dykes
Henry Clay
PRINCIPAL COR ANGLAIS

CLARINET
Timothy Orpen
PRINCIPAL

William Knight
Duncan Swindells
PRINCIPAL BASS CLARINET

BASSOON
David Hubbard
PRINCIPAL

Ines Aragon
Emma Simpson

HORN
Andrew McLean
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL

Alison Murray
Martin Murphy
David McClenaghan
Gabi Rodrigues

TRUMPET
Christopher Hart
PRINCIPAL

Katie Smith
Robert Baxter

TROMBONE
DÆvur Juul Magnussen
PRINCIPAL

Hannah Stell
Alastair Sinclair
PRINCIPAL BASS TROMBONE

TUBA
John Whitener
PRINCIPAL

TIMPANI
Paul Philbert
PRINCIPAL

PERCUSSION
Simon Lowdon
PRINCIPAL

John Poulter
Stuart Semple

HARP
Pippa Tunnell
Sharron Gri�  ths
Mary Reid
Teresa Romao

PIANO/CELESTE
Michael Barnett
Ailsa Aitkenhead
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Sonica Glasgow�2024 is Glasgow�s 
internationally renowned 11-day biennial
festival of visual and sonic art�produced 
by�Cryptic�(est. 1994)�for curious minds and 
daring spirits. From well-known names to
the brightest new talents, Sonica o� ers live 
performances and installations to inspire,
thrill and provoke.

This year, we are thrilled to present over 100 
artists from 19 countries, showcasing more
than 100 events. Many are free to attend,
spread across 16 venues in Glasgow from
19-29 September.

In 2024, Cryptic celebrates
30 years of �ravishing the senses�.

Share your #SonicaGlasgow story 
across social media ... 

@sonicaglasgow
@crypticglasgow

Thanks to: Jenny Crowe & sta�  at Tramway, the Sonica Glasgow 2024 volunteers and our Cryptic Angels: Allan 
Orr, April Chamberlain, Bjorn Heile, Cathie Boyd, Christopher Glasgow, Douglas Scott, Eunice Crook, Gina Wilson, 
Karen Anderson, MC, Martin and Jan Butter� eld, Mary Macleod, Paul Climie and Steven Spier. 

'
 Siyao Li
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Book online at
rsno.org.uk

EDINBURGH
Fri 1 Nov 2024
GLASGOW
Sat 2 Nov

In memory of Tom Bruce-JonesIn memory of Tom Bruce-Jones

Sibelius
Seven
& Nordic Music Days

Lisa Robertson Change is Coming 
World Premiere 
Errollyn Wallen Northern Lights
Rune Glerup About Light
and Lightness 
Bent Sørensen Evening Land
Sibelius Symphony No7
Hildur Elísa Jónsdóttir
Tacet: Extrinsic
Aileen Sweeney Glisk 

Thomas Søndergård
Conductor
Isabelle Faust Violin
Hildur Elísa Jónsdóttir
Silent Performer
Big Noise Govanhill
Lisa Robertson�s piece is supported
by the Fidelio Charitable Trust,
Hope Scott Trust and Marchus Trust

The RSNO is supported by 
the Scottish Government
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DND Thu 3 Apr 2025
EDN Fri 4 Apr
GLW Sat 5 Apr

Anna Clyne Glasslands Scottish Premiere
Shostakovich Symphony No8 

Jonathon Heyward Conductor
Jess Gillam Saxophone

The RSNO is supported by 
the Scottish Government

Shostakovich
Eight

Book online at
rsno.org.uk


